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PROGRAM NOTES

On a summer morning, I sat outside looking at the mountains of Montana’s Bitterroot Valley. This valley is visually
stunning with panoramic views of the Rockies. As I sat quietly, I was struck by the sounds of birds coming from
every direction. I began to feel a personal and spiritual connection to them.

Each section of this work depicts a different scene taken from the extraordinary beauty of the Bitterroot. The
opening scene and its variations are rough transcriptions of the birdsong I heard amidst passing summer storms.
The middle scene paints the sounds of night and the following sunrise. Finally, the climax represents a flock of
birds flying in formation against the sunset.



INSTRUMENTATION

Piccolo
2 Flutes
2 Oboes
3 Clarinets
Bass Clarinet
Contrabass Clarinet (alt. Contra Alto Clarinet)
2 Bassoons
Contrabassoon (Optional)
Soprano Saxophone
2 Alto Saxophones
Tenor Saxophone
Baritone Saxophone

3 Trumpets
4 Horns
2 Trombones
Bass Trombone
Euphonium
Tuba
String Bass

Piano
Timpani
Percussion 1: Glockenspiel, Bird call
Percussion 2: Xylophone, Wood block, Maracas
Percussion 3: Vibraphone, Guiro, Tam-tam
Percussion 4: Marimba, Bass drum

ALL instruments should be one to a part without doublings.

TRANSPOSED SCORE - ca. 6 minutes
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ẇ ˙# ww ˙̇™™
Œ

ww ˙̇™™ Œ ww ẇ ˙# ww ˙™˙™ Œ
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